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"As a young man, Ward Just spent eighteen months in Vietnam as a correspondent for the
Washington Post. The experience would earn him both a citation from the Overseas Press Club
and a Combat Infantrym"

This reportorial classic on the Vietnam War, rereleased on the 25th anniversary of the fall of
Saigon, is a concise and atmospheric account of the war-torn country in 1966 and 1967. A writer
for The Washington Post, Ward Just pumped out this slender volume in a few weeks following
his journalistic tour of duty. Vietnam, he says in a new foreword, "was the war where you
sympathized with your countrymen even as you doubted the wisdom of their actions, and the
cause for which they fought (and the anti-war protestors were not much admired, either, at least
by me)." To What End has no linear narrative; it is rather a series of loosely connected essays
and anecdotes, full of dazzling insights. Just turns a comment on Saigon, the capital of South
Vietnam, into a sharp observation of Vietnamese culture: The city held little of the symbolic value
for the Vietnamese that Rome does for the Italians or London for the British.... Educated
Vietnamese, when they thought about it at all, regarded Saigon as a synthetic city dominated by
foreigners and ruled by a junta of generals... a non-capital, unrepresentative, artificial. The
center of Vietnamese political life was the village; everything else was bureaucracy. After To
What End, Just went on to write several well-received novels (Echo House, A Dangerous
Friend). This is no ordinary history of the war, but for a powerful sense of it, Just is hard to beat. --
John J. Miller --This text refers to the paperback edition.From Library Journal"This book should
be read because it is neither dovish nor hawkish; it has a pragmatic realism, having been
realized by a man who went down to the rice-paddy level of the war to find out what indeed is
happening," said LJ's reviewer of this volume, one of the best of the first crop of books written
about the Vietnam War while it still raged. The book was praised for its even-handed reporting,
which, "while sympathetic to the United States objective, is more than passingly critical of the
manner in which we carry out our military and pacification efforts" (LJ 3/15/68).Copyright 2000
Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to the paperback edition.Review"Just has a
fine impressionistic touch for Vietnam. All the ambiguity, all the frustrations, and all the inner
conflict are here." -- David Halberstam"The best thing I have seen on the American military and
civilian bureaucracy in action (and inaction) in Vietnam." -- John Kenneth Galbraith --This text
refers to the paperback edition.About the AuthorWard Just is the author of several novels,
including A Dangerous Friend, the National Book Award finalist Echo House, and Jack Gance.
His groundbreaking book about Vietnam, To What End, is available from PublicAffairs. Just was
recently named one of the first recipients of a Berlin Prize Fellowship from the American
Academy. He lives in Martha's Vineyard with his wife, Sarah Catchpole. --This text refers to the



paperback edition.Read more
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R. M. Peterson, “One of the first mainstream books about Vietnam to ask, "What are we doing
here?". From December 1965 to May 1967 Ward Just was a correspondent in Vietnam for the
Washington Post. After leaving Vietnam, he wrote this book about some of his experiences
there and his assessment of the American intervention. The book was published in March
1968. As difficult as it is - impossible, really -- to evaluate major historical events smack dab in
the midst of them, Just did an admirable job in TO WHAT END, one that is still rewarding forty-
five years later.Just's book is not a chronological account or memoir of his eighteen months in
Vietnam. Each of its seven chapters is nominally centered around one theme or event but
meanders on to various associated matters. Among other things, Just writes about the strange
quality of life that prevailed in Saigon; the regime of Prime Minister Ky and, more generally,
government ("if such it could be called") in South Vietnam; how most South Vietnamese were
not invested in the war or the ideologies that drove it; the innumerable cultural gaps, which the
Americans made insufficient efforts to bridge; and episodes of combat. One of those is Just's
account of accompanying a patrol of Tiger Force on a reconnaissance mission in the Central
Highlands. The patrol became surrounded and pinned down by the NVA in a daylong firefight.
Out of 40 men, 13 Americans were killed and another 19 wounded. Just himself was wounded,
and he later was awarded a Combat Infantryman's Badge.One of the best parts of this the
second edition of TO WHAT END is the Foreword, which Just wrote, retrospectively, in 2000. It
has a great first sentence: "Twenty-five years after the fall of Saigon, the Vietnam of the war
years seems a vanished and discredited civilization animated by obsessions worthy of Melville."
He goes on to explain the title to the book. Originally, he wanted to call it "The Gook Dog That
Hated Gooks and Other Stories About Americans in Vietnam", after one of the chapters in the
book. His editor was opposed. She suggested "To No End" (from the line of Thucydides in his
history of the Peloponnesian war: "They suffered no small sacrifices to no end.") -- a remarkably
percipient, and provocative, title for something to be published in the mainstream press in March
1968. Just resisted that suggestion: "The war was clearly in stalemate, a tragedy at hand but--
to no end? None at all? I think now that I had somehow failed to understand what I myself had
written over eighteen months of personal witness * * *. I wanted to leave the door open a crack,
and so insisted on the tepid "To What End", without even a question mark."That attitude is
reflected throughout the book. Again and again Just comes to the conclusion that the ongoing
war is a mixed-up, muddled mess, with the only foreseeable resolution being American
withdrawal. But he fails, or refuses, to go the final step to denouncing the war altogether, out of
respect for and loyalty to his countrymen, especially the soldiers fighting and being killed. At
one point, though, he does put his finger on the underlying problem, as it existed in 1968:"The
feelings [of anguished support for the war] were complicated by the increasingly heavy totals of
American casualties, and the complaints of Vietnamese indifference grew as the casualty list
grew. The argument was an emotional one, but Saigon was an emotional place: quite simply it



was that the 12,000 dead Americans should not have died in vain. For nothing. For an army and
a people who themselves had no stomach for the struggle. For a social order long since extinct.
It was no good arguing that bringing the boys home would save lives, that it was pointless
adding dead to dead. The point was that too many had already died, and those lives had
somehow to be given meaning." That was March 1968. Of course the American death toll was
58,000 when we abandoned our folly (or hubris) five years later . . . after unfathomable additional
devastation and loss of life visited upon the Vietnamese.I have two reservations concerning the
book that keep me from giving it a fifth Amazon star. First, as history or as a critical assessment
of the Vietnam War, it does suffer from being written in the midst of it. Second, Just is prone,
perhaps as a defense mechanism, to adopt the relativistic stance that certainty and truth are
impossible. As an epigraph, he quotes Harold Pinter: "The desire for verification is
understandable, but cannot always be satisfied. There are no hard distinctions between what is
real and what is unreal, or between what is true and what false. The thing is not necessarily
either true or false.  It can be both true and false."  Personally, I think that a cop-out.”

D. C. Carrad, “More thoughtful than most Vietnam books. This is really one of a quartet of books
by Just about Vietnam. The others are Military Men (shamefully out of print), Stringer (ditto) and
his most recent Dangerous Friend. Vietnam also appears in flashes in his other books. It is too
bad he does not have a wider following; he is an excellent writer on American politics and
Americans abroad.I disagree completely with his politics and his perceptions of the Vietnam
war, but still enjoy reading his work. His prose style is easy and flawless and he has a lot to
say. These are all valuable works about a subject that has had more misinformation published
about it that any other three topics combined. This book shows the marks of haste (it was
written in a few weeks as noted) but is still well worth it. Buy it fast before it goes out of print
again as it has been for several years.”

David J. B. Singer, MD, “and were not on especially bad terms with the Viet Cong. A very well
written short book about the complexity of command and control in Vietnam, as too many levels
of troop control and command, not only in our military, but especially complicated in the
Vietnamese military, who mostly didn't want to fight, and were not on especially bad terms with
the Viet Cong. Same was true with civilians, for the most part”

rob, “Interesting piece from the times, which were changing rapidly .... Interesting piece from the
times, which were changing rapidly, as the author acknowledges in the Foreward, added in
about year 2000.”

Edward J. Weise Jr., “A Vietnam War classic.. A great book which should have received much
more attention.Great seller service.”
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